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Kim Jackson didn’t know it at first, but when she met Robert (Rob) Matthews during her residency

in pediatric dentistry at the University of Kentucky Chandler Medical Center, they would be 

reminded of Kentucky at their wedding nearly four-and-a-half years later. After finishing her degree,

Kim (who’s now 32) moved to Alpharetta, while Rob (who’s now 36 and a U.S. Department of Justice

employee) relocated to Cleveland. The couple dated long distance until Rob decided to pop the ques-

tion when they were together for Kim’s birthday dinner. When it came time for dessert, Kim looked

up to see a waiter bringing an entire carrot cake her way with “Will You Marry Me?” written across

the top. “Of course I said yes!” she remembers. 

Kim chose a chocolate brown and pink color scheme to convey the simple and elegant look she

wanted for her wedding day. Square ecru invitations that were engraved in chocolate brown ink were

complemented by coordinating square programs that doubled as fans, and were tied off with pink

and brown polka-dot ribbon. The fans came in handy for many guests, as both the ceremony >> 
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R E A L  W E D D I N G S

Style tip: Pick a signature flower! Lush roses in 
various shades of pink added to the magic of Kim 
and Robert’s wedding.

varieties in cream and pale pinks). Shepherds’ hooks and wrought-iron lanterns with cylinder

vases and pink pillar candles decorated the perimeter of the tent, and pale pink luminaria bags

with Kim and Rob’s brown-ink monogram lined the walkway.

During dinner, guests could take their pick from several different food stations, including an

Asian station in honor of the bride’s heritage and a praline station that featured old-fashioned

pecan pralines prepared on-site in a copper cauldron. Afterward, Kim was encircled by Rob, his

father, and several of Rob’s fraternity brothers who got down on one knee to serenade her with

Beta Theta Pi fraternity songs. For their first dance, the happy couple took a spin to “I Could

Not Ask for More” by Edwin McCain.  “Rob is a big fan of Edwin McCain, and we thought this

song expressed our feelings for each other,” Kim explains.

Kim and Robert sliced into a flavorful four-tier wedding cake that was covered in white 

buttercream icing and embellished with Swiss dots and pale pink roses. The couple saved the top

layer—carrot, of course!—for themselves, as guests were served pieces of coconut, Spanish lemon,

and strawberry and cream flavors. The groom’s cake was a three-tier chocolate confection topped

with chocolate shavings and strawberries, featuring mocha, Baileys, and Italian cream layers.

The newlyweds then set off to Bora Bora, Tahiti, and Moorea—a honeymoon surprise from

Rob to his bride—where they went on safari, swam with stingrays and sharks, and did some whale

watching.  —Kate Grip Denon >>
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KIM & ROBERT’S INGREDIENTS

SITE Madison Oaks Inn & Gardens (706) 343-

9990  PHOTOGR APHY Kim and Rob loved 

the way the photographers took untraditional

photos, and they also liked that they could keep

all of the proofs and negatives and reprint any

photos on their own. Shannah Montgomery

and Dot Paul/ZoomWorks, Zoom-Works.com,

Athens  VIDEOGRAPHY Elan Artists (800) 933-

7917, Baltimore, MD  CONSULTANT Jayne

Smith (478) 474-9993, Macon  OFFICIANT

Rev. Mark Skinner  GOWN Melissa Sweet Bridal

Collection (404) 467-4181, Atlanta  VEIL The

cathedral-length veil and blusher by Melissa

Sweet were trimmed with lace that matched

Kim’s gown.  SHOES Kim wore three-and-a-

half-inch ivory satin stilettos. My Glass Slipper

(866) WED-SHOE, Alexandria, VA  HAIR AND

MAKEUP Formal Faces (770) 682-7627, Atlanta

BRIDESMAID DRESSES Kim’s six bridesmaids

wore strapless light pink satin tea-length 

dresses with a chocolate brown satin sash, by

BCBG Max Azria. (770) 698-0488, Atlanta

FORMALWEAR After Hours Formalwear (706)

548-3479, Athens  I N V I TAT I O N S Mathews

Printing Company (614) 444-1010, Columbus,

OH  FLOWERS Kim’s bridesmaids carried small

dome-shaped bouquets of pink roses with stems

wrapped with light pink ribbon and a chocolate-

brown ribbon laced over the pink. Gardenia

Floral Design (706) 424-1218, Athens  CATER-

ING Hallie Jane’s Catering (706) 342-2837

MUSIC Ceremony: Classic City Strings (770)

725-5211, Athens; reception: The Grapevine

(478) 314-3605, Macon  CAKE The four-tiered

cake with white buttercream icing had Swiss

dots and chocolate brown ribbon at the bottom

of each layer. The groom’s cake was a three-

tiered chocolate cake with chocolate shavings

and strawberries on each layer. Cecilia Villaveces

Cakes (706) 543-3308, Athens  FAVORS Fudge-

dipped Granny Smith apples on a wooden stick

were wrapped in clear plastic and tied with pink

ribbon. Hallie Jane’s Catering  ACCOMMO-

DAT I O N S Madison Oaks Inn & Gardens;

Comfort Inn (706) 342-0054; Hampton Inn

Madison (706) 342-9003  H O N E Y M O O N

Booked through a Luxury Travel Consultant

at TravelWizard.com 
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